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building a community of support  
around people in recovery  
from drug and alcohol addiction...

crescentmooncenter.org
info@crescentmooncenter.org

@crescentmoonctr

a place for healing through creative expression  
and equine-assisted learning
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T hank you all for attending the 73rd Annual 
East Hampton Artists & Writers 

Charity Softball Game. Since its 
inception in 1948, the game 
has remained dedicated 
to building a commu-
nity of artists, writ-
ers, volunteers, and 
celebrities who are 
focused on pro-
viding a helping 
hand to those 
in need on the 
East End of Long 
Island. As the 
longest-running 
charity event 
in our area, we 
welcome the op-
portunity to come 
together each year 
to create a festive, 
and inclusive game that 
thrives on the fun spirit of 
competition and benefits the 
advancement of local non-profits 
providing vital human services to our 
community. 

In lieu of playing a game last year, the Board host-

ed a GoFundMe challenge to see which team could 
raise more money for our charities. Over 

$20,000 was raised and the artists 
won the challenge – making 

them the home team for 
the 2021 game. While 

we want everyone to 
have fun, we encour-

age our attendees to 
follow current CDC 
guidelines and 
be respectful of 
social distancing 
protocols. Please 
feel free to utilize 
the new bleachers 
provided to enjoy 
the game. 

Many thanks to 
Mayor Larsen and 

the Village of East 
Hampton for their sup-

port in making the game 
happen. A huge thank you 

to all of our participants, art-
ists, writers, sponsors, donors, vol-

unteers and attendees, all of whom without 
which this year’s game would not be possible.  Have 
fun. Be safe. Give generously. 

From the Board

THE ARTISTS & WRITERS GAME THANK

Sarita & Bernard 
Keimbock

and
Village Hardware

32 NEWTOWN LANE, EAST HAMPTON
631-324-2456

EHHARDWARE@AOL.COM

THE EAST HAMPTON ARTISTS & WRITERS CHARITY 
SOFTBALL GAME IS A 501(C3) AND FUNDS RAISED 

FOR THIS YEAR’S GAME WILL GO TO SUPPORT:
EAST END HOSPICE, 

ELEANOR WHITMORE EARLY CHILDHOOD 
CENTER,PHOENIX HOUSE, WAINSCOTT 
RESIDENTIAL SERVICES, THE RETREAT

IN KIND
1010 Wins, Dan’s Papers,  

Walter Bernard, Spindrift
 

ALL STAR
Paul Winnum/RHR,  

Ronnette Riley Architect
 

GRAND SLAM
Prescient Films Co, Door.nyc

 
HOME RUN HITTERS

Ed Hollander, Crescent Moon Center
Nassau Hospital, NY Fine Interiors

Signature Bank, FirstRespondersThankYou.com
 

TRIPLE HITTERS
The Hemingway Foundation

St. Louis Community Foundation
Island Millwork,David Youdovin

Cameron Engineering, Squad Security
 

DOUBLE HITTERS
Loverboy, Stephen and Deborah Harnik

Village Hardware,Leila Pinto 

THANK OUR SPONSORS:

THE EAST HAMPTON ARTISTS & WRITERS 
CHARITY SOFTBALL GAME

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ronnette Riley, President 

David Brandman, Treasurer
Gabrielle Bluestone, Secretary

Zack Greenburg, Director
Leif Hope, Director

Leah McSweeney, Director
Dan Rattiner, Director 
Lori Singer, Director 

Paul Winum, Director

 IN MEMORIAM  
Robert Sam Anson, writer

Richard Reeves, writer
Louis Trakis, artist

ADMINISTRATION
Friedman Productions

PROGRAM EDITOR 
Julie Walker 

SPECIAL THANKS TO
Mayor Jerry Larsen

Town Administrator Marcos Baladron
Police Chief Michael Tracey 

COVER DESIGN
Walter Bernard

RAFFLE AND AUCTION 
COMMITTEE 

Allison Milano, Barbara Parker, Abby Friedman, Ronnette Riley

73r d A NNU A L CH A R ITY SOFTB A L L G A ME
ARTISTS
WRITERS



ARTIST & WRITERS GAME danspapers.com Page 48    August 21, 2021

“Paul Winum and RHR International are proud to sponsor 
the 2021 Artists and Writers Charity Softball Game,

one of the highlight events every year in the Hamptons.
 Thanks to all the players, sponsors and to the charities whose 

efforts serve our community so well!”

RHR International | 1540 Broadway 40th floor, New York, NY 10036 | 212-681-2880 | www.rhrinternational.com
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EAST END HOSPICE is a 
New York State Certified 
Hospice, providing an 
individualized plan of care for 
patients, their families and 
loved ones throughout the 
difficult time of illness and 
loss in the comfort of their 
homes on the East End of 
Long Island. Since 1991, their 
team of skilled professionals 
and volunteers offers social, 
emotional, and spiritual 
support and pain and 
symptom control in a familiar 
and loving environment. No 
one is denied care because 
of inability to pay. Their 
bereavement care services are 
offered throughout the East 
End community. The staff is 
extensively trained in grief 
therapy. East End Hospice also offers Camp Good Grief, a summer day-
camp for children who have experienced a loss—a place where fun is 
mixed with therapy, and a skilled bereavement staff plan and lead each 
day with care.

Charities Supported by the Artists & Writers Game

EAST HAMPTON ARTISTS & WRITERS CHARITY SOFTBALL GAME

THE ELEANOR WHITMORE EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER is a private, 
not-for-profit center of excellence for early childhood education, caring 
for children 18 months to five years old-the most accelerated period 
of social, emotional, physical and intellectual growth and language 
acquisition. We are the only resource for working families in East 
Hampton, providing both all-day child care and high-quality early 
education in a safe, nurturing environment—5 days a week, 10 hours a 
day, 12 months a year. We follow a research-based curriculum focused 
on the development of social-emotional skills created in partner 
ship with the Yale Child Study Center, SUNY Old Westbury and the 
Devereaux Center for Resilient Children. To learn more go to ewecc.org 
and watch our video.

THE RETREAT‘s mission is to provide safety, shelter and support for 
victims of domestic abuse and to break the cycle of family violence. In 
pursuit of that mission, The Retreat offers a full range of residential 
and nonresidential services: 24/7 domestic violence hotline (631-
329-2200), individual and family counseling, legal services and 
advocacy, violence prevention education, crime victim assistance, a 
comprehensive fatherhood program, self-sufficiency and financial 
literacy training programs, rental assistance, and batterer education. 
Through collaborations we support victims living with mental illness, 
developmental disabilities, in foster care, and in substance abuse 
treatment.

Since 1967, PHOENIX HOUSE OF THE NEW YORK REGION has helped 
thou sands of people overcome substance and alcohol abuse in order 
to lead healthy, productive and rewarding lives. We are committed 
to supporting individuals and families by providing a wide range of 
services, from residential and outpatient treatment to continuing care 
and recovery support. Our specialized services include treatment for 
people with co-occurring disorders; veterans, military personnel, 
and their families; and medication-assisted treatment, including 
buprenorphine and suboxone. We operate five residential and outpatient 
facilities across Long Island. Today’s proceeds benefit our East End 
facilities. Our residential facility in Wainscott serves young men, ages 
18 to 30, who are struggling with drug or alcohol addiction. We provide 
assessment, individual and group counseling, seminars, treatment for 
substance abuse and/or co-occurring mental health problems, case 
management, and discharge planning. Our East Hampton Outpatient 
Program serves adults with substance use disorder that do not warrant 
residential treatment. In some cases, clients may join our program 
after successfully transitioning from a residential addiction treatment 
setting. The center offers a warm, compassionate environment that 
empowers clients in their recovery.
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M y personal favorite was the 2013 
game, when I made the diving 

catch in centerfield! It’s outlined in 
a Dan’s Papers article, but it seems 
Dan’s back was turned when I made 
the catch, and he couldn’t identify who 
made the catch… Haha. Stu Sleppin 
loves to call me the “ghost” for that 
one. 

I have to report that during this 
game some of the most astonishing 
catches in its long history were made 
in the outfield, sometimes even with 
crashes into the snow fence. Eric Ernst 
made one huge catch. Richard Wiese 
another. One was made while my back 
was turned, bending over to talk to 
a little girl who had come over to the 
first base line.

A cheer went up.
“Wow!” came the report over the PA 

system. “I can’t believe it. That was the 
best catch I have ever seen in the last 

10 YEARS!”
I turned. But it was too late to see 

who had accomplished that.
Matthew Montemaro,  

Writer, Producer, Actor

T his was over 15 years ago.  Dur-
ing pregame warmups – I was 

standing in centerfield with Sal Mar-
ciano, Roy Scheider, Yogi Berra and 
Dale Berra.  Sal introduces Yogi to 
Roy.  From the confused expression 
on Yogi’s face – you could see – Yogi 
did not know who Roy was.  Then 
Dale chimed in and said – “dad, you 
know – from Jaws.”  With that, Yogi 
– with a wide child-like smile, excit-
edly said  “WOW! ROY SCHEIDER?” 
and gave him a huge hug. This could 
have been a “you had to be there mo-
ment” – but everyone just started 
cracking up.

Stu Sleppin, Filmmaker

T he first game I played in, about 
ten years ago, I hit a home run. As 

I rounded third, James Lipton said “A 
towering home run by Edward McCar-
thy.” Such is life. 

Pete Cestaro, Comedian

M emories? Hmmm.. I have a lot.
As a kid (in the 80’s)… 

Sam Cohn was going to intentionally 
walk me to get to my dad Mel. I took 
that as an insult to My dad. So every 
pitch I changed from batting righty to 
batting lefty. And as a lefty Sam left a 
pitch too close to the plate and I got a 
hit driving in a run.

Also… playing 1st base  when Chris-
topher Reeve played and realizing that 
he was not really Superman. (A mighty 
swing. And a dribble hit)

Also being in the field when (I think) 
Alec Baldwin barreled over Jay McIn-
erney at home plate.

And I guess hitting a home run two 
years ago was also a pretty cool Memory.

Alec Sokolow, Screenwriter

T he greatest memory that I will al-
ways remember is having my chil-

dren run the bases, during the 2019 
Game. To have them be a part of this 
tradition was such a beautiful thing. 

Jay Cardiello, Strength and 
Conditioning Expert

I was madly in love with an British 
girl I had been dating for a month 

and she came with a friend to watch 
me play in the game.

The day was brutally hot and the 
game was slogging along so they left 
halfway through to find a local bar 
and a couple gin and tonics. When 
they came back the game had just 
ended and I was announced as the 
game MVP. Eartha Kitt  presented me 

In Their Words: 

Artists & Writers Game Recollections

ARTISTS PITCHER: ROY SCHEIDER AT BAT

EAST HAMPTON ARTISTS & WRITERS CHARITY SOFTBALL GAME
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with an expensive watch, which I gave 
to Kate and she said, “You played ok 
but I didn’t think you were that great.”  
Nothing much has changed after 21 
years of marriage!

Brett Shevack, Writer

R oy Scheider was a big part of the 
game in East Hampton. He was 

a pitcher and a great player. He had a 
warmth and a tremendously competi-
tive nature. Roy wanted the artists’ 
team to win, not the writers, and that 
was infectious. Roy took time to speak 
to any fan coming up during the game.  
Roy liked the drama of keeping the 
action moving, but he couldn’t stop 
laughing at the writers’ comments be-
cause he thought they were all witty 
as hell.  As he was the pitcher,  much 
rested on him to help the team win, 
and he bore this responsibility with 
grace and humor.  There was a time 
when Roy brought me a script, and the 
two of us were going to work together.  
Unfortunately, that didn’t happen as 
Roy passed away shortly after.  But we 
discussed the script and I’ll always re-
member how wonderful the prospect 
of working in film with him would 
have been.  I still see him in my mind, 
with that twinkle of humor in his eyes. 

Lori Singer, 
Actress/Musician/Producer

I ’ll never forget how I got invited to 
the game. It was at World Pie and 

I was meeting some friends at the bar 
when I noticed an older man at the end 
of the bar with a decent sketchbook 
drawing. I think it was in charcoal. I had 
a really long beard and hair at the time. 
I told the older man I liked his drawing 
and he said he liked my beard. We got 

to talking and one thing led to another 
and bang, I was invited to tryouts and 
the rest is history! I mean, when I got 
called out by Bill Clinton at home plate 
(I was safe, by the way) a couple of years 
back, that was cool—or hitting against 
John Franco, that was neat too. But I’ll 
never forget the first time I met Leaf 
and Alison and got my golden ticket to 
the best game in town! It has led to so 
many great memories on and off the 
field that I’m forever grateful for.

Zak Meers, Artist

I used to attend the game in the 
1970’s with my dad. He was a Mis-

sissippi-born writer and loved seeing 
Willie Morris and other writers he 
knew. I loved seeing George Plimpton 
and others. We may even have seen a 
young Eric Ernst on the field!

John Longmire

M y name is David Bernstein. As 
a writer I have worked on the 

creative marketing campaigns for an 
alarming number of Hollywood block-
busters and Academy Award-winning 
films. I have participated in “The 
Game” for over 15 years empowered by 
its camaraderie and competition.

In that time, I’ve witnessed miracu-
lous comebacks and crushing defeats. 
I’ve played alongside a Commander 
in Chief and a journalist who has 
brought a president to his knees. I’ve 
shared the field with Major Leaguers 
and enthusiastic rookies who have 
never picked up a bat. I have scored 
numerous runs and have had my 
share of bonehead plays.

But in all this time there’s one thing 
that I’ve learned. Any similarity be-
tween the Official Rules of Baseball 

and the Artists and Writers Game is 
purely coincidental.

David Bernstein, Writer

I n the “broadcast both” – sitting be-
tween Inside the Actors Studio host 

James Lipton, and renowned boxing 
and baseball writer Bert Sugar – com-
edy ensues! 

In the Writers’ “dug-out” –  sitting 
between  Washington Post executive 
editor Ben Bradlee and actor Alan 
Alda – great conversation!

On the pitcher’s mound – getting 
behind the microphone to interview 
former President Bill Clinton – wow-
ing the crowd! 

At the plate/on the plate –  Martha 
Stewart carrying a basket of home-
made cookies up to the batter’s box.  
Soccer great Pele’ getting a lesson on 
how to swing a baseball bat.  TV chef 
Lidia Bastianich talking about savory 
summer dishes.  

Juliet Papa, Reporter

O ne of my most memorable games 
was the year Leif Hope surprised 

us with an appearance by 4 of the Ray-
bestos Brakettes, a women’s fastpitch 
softball team, based in Stratford, CT.  
They played for the artists and I was at 
second base, Alec Baldwin at third and 
the Brakette’s completed the infield.  
Barb was the pitcher and threw the ball 
so fast to Doreen that the writer’s bat-
ter, Peter Jennings, didn’t see the ball, 
he only heard the thud in the catcher’s 
glove.  For the next pitch he stood way 
outside the batter’s box extending the 
bat straight out to be sure to be far 
from the ball. The ball hit the bat, no 
swing was attempted and off ran Pe-
ter to the base.  I don’t remember if he 

was safe but I do remember having my 
photo taken with the 4 Brakettes who 
towered over me.  I felt like I was ¾” 
scale to their 1” scale at the time.

Ronnette Riley, Architect

I started playing in the game four de-
cades ago. In my first two decades, 

I played center field. When I got a little 
slower, as I approached my third de-
cade in the game I shifted to left field. 
As you add years you begin to run 
more on your heels, pounding the out-
field grass, the fly balls no longer glid-
ing to you but bouncing up and down. 
By the fourth decade in the game, your 
bat speed slows and you hit fewer line 
drives. I switched to first base. Instead 
of batting third, I dropped to seventh 
or eighth. After batting once,  I made 
sure to bring in a substitute. As team 
captain, with a roster of 40 some-odd 
players, trying to get everyone in the 
game was an excruciating challenge. 

The bigger challenge in future years 
will be to sit on the bench and think of 
emulating George Plimpton. I imagine 
myself beseeching, “Put me in coach.” 
And then I stride to the plate, all the 
while praying that I hit a rope, just 
like George.

Ken Auletta, Writer

M y favorite memory may very well 
be a moment that is yet to come. 

It will happen at the 2021 game when 
someone wears a mascot costume of 
a piping plover. Dan Rattiner, who 
has been umpiring the games forever, 
came up with the idea and ordered 
the outfit online. So if you want to be 
one of the first to see it, along with me, 
come to the game and make a memory. 

Julie Walker, Writer

EAST HAMPTON ARTISTS & WRITERS CHARITY SOFTBALL GAME

ARTIST MANAGERS: LEIF HOPE AND RONNETTE RILEY CBS NEWS ANCHOR, CHRIS WRAGGE
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This game had modest and lighthearted 
beginnings in 1948; it has since evolved 
into an important source of revenue for 

charities providing vital human services to 
Long Island’s East End. Funding in this chal-
lenging economic environment makes it essen-
tial to continue to enlarge this effort.

The first artists to play the game included 
Franz Kline, Willem de Kooning, Philip Pavia, 
Jackson Pollock, and Joan Mitchell. Everyone 
brought a dish. Some brought drinks. Two 

writers joined the picnic, Barney Rosset and 
art critic Harold Rosenberg. It all took place 
in Wilfrid Zogbaum’s front yard. The artists 
moved to the East End for many reasons, in-
cluding enjoying the great north light, which 
reminded them of (Cezanne’s) South of France.  
They talked of art, gossiped, ate, drank, and 
shared camaraderie. They recalled a glorious 
time; the war was over and more work by the 
artists was shown in New York galleries. Some 
were successful in sales and reputation. Some 

drank too much. Most were just young artists 
anxious to be part of the emerging art scene.

Writers joined the artists in the ’60’s and ’70’s 
including Irwin Shaw, Willie Morris, James 
Jones, Jimmy Ernst and Carl Stokes. Then 
came the mayor of Cleveland, who was among 
the group that expanded to include politicians, 
actors, musicians, publishers, editors and 
television personalities. Now the game has in-
cluded former presidents, governors, mayors, 
senators and a Supreme Court justice.

A Brief History of The Game

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: REGIS PHILBIN; GEORGE PLIMPTON; BILL CLINTON; PAUL SIMON; ERIC & JIMMY ERNST

EAST HAMPTON ARTISTS & WRITERS CHARITY SOFTBALL GAME
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www.ronnetteriley.com
494 Eighth Ave. 15th Fl. NYC 10001

Architecture | Interiors | Historic Preservation
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BY JULIE WALKER

W hen I told actress and Art-
ists & Writers Charity Soft-
ball Game board member 

Lori Singer she’d be the subject of this 
year’s program profile, she sent me 
an email: “Here’s my CV, so you know 
some of the things I have had to do to 
support my baseball habit.” 

The bona fides of her lengthy acting 
career include a leading role as Ariel 
Moore in the musical drama Footloose, 
a star turn opposite Kevin Bacon that 
helped shoot Singer to stardom. Fast 
forward and now she is wrapping a new 
movie. But more about that later—and, 
first, baseball. 

Singer fell in love with the sport 
as a child growing up in Texas with 
three older brothers before moving to 
the Northwest. “I wanted to play with 
them,” she said. Her insistence paid 
off. Singer joined a girls’ team in grade 
school, played first base, batted fourth, 
and had one season with no errors. 

“That was a good stretch,” said Singer, 
who still enjoys pickup softball games 
despite a frenetic shooting schedule 
(and the recent theft of her prized 
glove). “It’s a magical game. Every sec-
ond you are making split decisions be-
cause you never know when you will be 
in the midst of a whirlwind of action.” 

Singer has been playing in the Art-
ists & Writers game since landing in the 
Hamptons in the 1980s. She was even 
awarded Rookie of the Year. It was Ar-
thur Eisenberg, the executive counsel of 
the New York Civil Liberties Union, who 
first asked Singer to join the invite-only 
A&W game. Singer was doing a summer 
share—remember those?—with Eisen-
berg, his wife Susan, two married doc-
tors, an actor, a comedian, a composer 
and a bassist in the New York Philhar-
monic. 

“My first game was like stepping back 
into my childhood with baseball and I 
played pretty well, and I started going 
every weekend to play,” said Singer. As 

an actress, she joined the Artists team 
and became a regular at what she calls 
the “feeder game”—the weekly Satur-
day scrimmage at Mashashimuet Park 
in Sag Harbor. (I played in a couple of 
those same games back in the 1990s, 
when I was a DJ at WBEA BEACH 
radio, invited by Artists veteran Eric 
Ernst). 

“After the second summer playing in 
Sag Harbor, Leif [Hope, an artist who 
owned The Laundry restaurant] asked 
me if I would play in the annual charity 
game,” Singer recalled. Ever since then 
she tries to make the annual fundraiser. 

Singer has been one of a handful of 
women playing with what many con-
sider the “heavy hitters”—well-known 
male artists and writers like Carl Bern-
stein, Walter Isaacson, Kurt Vonnegut, 
Avery Corman, Walter Bernard, Ken 
Auletta, Mort Zuckerman, John Leo, 
Richard Reeves and Richard Weise. 
But this game isn’t just for the boys of 
summer. “We have had a host of spir-
ited women,” said Singer. Indeed, it’s a 
group that contains founding member 
Joan Mitchell, as well as names like 
Sylvia Tennenbaum, Judy Charmical, 
Diane Sokolow, Jackie Leo, Judy Kl-
emensrud, Christie Brinkley, B.Smith 
and Patsy Powers. Most recently, the 
game has included women like archi-
tect Ronnette Riley, radio host Ann 
Liguori, reporter Juliet Papa and TV 
personality/designer Leah McSweeney. 

Singer has made the Hamptons her 
home on and off for years. She’s now in 
East Hampton, after a stint in Bridge-
hampton. When I ask about a favorite, 
she finds something to love in all of the 
Hamptons. She is also inspired by what 
brings so many artists to the East End 
of Long Island. Said Singer: “In the 
light of the Hamptons there is so much 
beauty everywhere you look, you want 
to paint or capture it somehow or at 
least capture it in your heart to think of 
later.”

When it comes to Singer’s artistry, 
she often plays roles that are outsid-

ers, people on the edge, physical roles 
that display her athleticism. Maybe not 
baseball, but in Footloose, she used her 
dance training and athletic prowess to 
shoot that iconic car scene where she 
straddles two vehicles zooming down 
the highway. Or in Shortcuts, where her 
performance as a concert cellist was 
taped live. 

Now Singer is playing the lead in 
writer and director Victor Nunez’s new 
film. Singer says one of Nunez’s themes 
that resonated with her was “if you’re 
lucky life reclaims you.” 

Nunez is known for the critically 
acclaimed Ulee’s Gold, starring Peter 
Fonda, and Ruby in Paradise, starring 
Asley Judd. Singer says Nunez’s latest 
film is just as provocative, interesting 
and character-driven as his others. The 
working title for the film is Rachel, and 
she plays a creative writing professor.

“It’s about making choices when you 

think everything has been chosen for 
you,” said Singer, who joked that the 
role made her contemplate an unlikely 
experiment in method acting. “I con-
sidered playing for the Writers this 
year.”

A lifelong member of the Artists 
squad, Singer won’t be switching 
sides—and the Writers will have to look 
elsewhere for a cleanup hitter.

Julie Walker is an award-winning 
radio, television, and print journal-
ist. She is a general assignment cor-
respondent for The Associated Press, 
working for the radio division and 
contributing to AP print. Julie can be 
heard on 1010 Wins Radio. She is a 
board member of  the Deadline Club 
and the immediate past president of 
the New York Association of Black 
Journalists. Follow her @jwalkre-
porter

Lori Singer’s 
Role Reversal
One of the leading ladies on 
the Artists team has landed an 
unlikely role: acting as a writer

(TOP) ARTIST LORI SINGER AT BAT” (ABOVE)  CHEVY CHASE, LORI SINGER AND ALEC 
BALDWIN

EAST HAMPTON ARTISTS & WRITERS CHARITY SOFTBALL GAME
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BY ZACK O’MALLEY GREENBURG

G rowing up the son of an 
O’Malley (Suzanne) and a 
Greenburg (Dan), I had lots 

of questions as a child about spiritu-
ality and the universe. For instance: 
What religion are our pets? (Half 
cat-lick, half mew-ish, I decided as 
a toddler). Was my dad’s first wife, 
Nora Ephron, also my ex-mom? (My 
parents eventually convinced me that 
she was not). And why, in the name of 
Leopold Bloom, did Paul Simon play 
in the Artists & Writers softball game?

The month of August always found 
my author parents gearing up for the 
annual game in East Hampton, with 
my mom composing new cheers to 
debut from the sidelines and my dad 
fine-tuning his swing to keep up with 
hard-hitting teammates like George 
Plimpton and Carl Bernstein. I’d 
heard of their artist foes, too, with a 
Hall of Fame roster that once included 
Willem de Kooning and Jackson Pol-
lock. But even as the years went on, I 
couldn’t comprehend the reason the 
guy who sang “Mrs. Robinson” played 
left field in a game dedicated to other 
professions.

Now, after a decade-plus 
covering music for Forbes 
and several books under my 
own belt, I think I finally un-
derstand. Musicians are, in 
most cases, both artists and 
writers: recording artists on 
the one hand, songwriters on 
the other. That’s the obvious 
part, the technical definition. 
What’s dawned on me more 
recently is that both artists 
and writers are musicians—at 
least they are now. Let me ex-
plain. 

Over the past quarter centu-
ry or so, most major disruptive 
technological changes have hit 
the music business first. Think 
about the shift from analog to digital 
accelerating the decline of physical 
retail—stores like Tower Records were 
the first to go out of business, well 
ahead of Borders’ and Blockbuster’s 
demise. Or how the advent of fileshar-
ing and the rise of Napster decimated 
record labels, paving the way for the 
likes of Spotify long before the word 
“streaming” applied primarily to Net-
flix. Even the ubiquitous term “gig 
economy” is a music reference.

The scribes who played in the 
Artists & Writers game when I was 
young often held cushy jobs at thriv-
ing media outlets, working for bosses 

willing to let them own their intellec-
tual property and reap the rewards 
for books or film options, generating 
enough spoils to buy a summer home 
“out east.” Now newspapers and mag-
azines act like record labels, cultivat-
ing an increasingly freelance work-
force and trying to own the resultant 
copyrights anyway. Meanwhile, art-
ists grapple with sneaky counterfeit-
ers and opportunistic promoters—the 
sort of charlatans who’ve historically 
inhabited the music business.

Artists and writers looking for so-
lutions would be wise to follow the 
musicians who’ve emerged stron-

ger than ever from 
a once-struggling 
industry (enough 
to comfortably af-
ford Hamptons real 
estate: just ask new 
residents Jay-Z and 
Beyoncé). So much 
creativity is coming 
from the music busi-
ness these days. In-
stead of collecting a 
stream of pennies for 
one of his releases, 
for instance, the late 
hip-hop star Nipsey 

Hussle once sold a mixtape for $100 
per unit, and only made 1,000 cop-
ies available. Imagine writers trying 
a similar format! Or how about the 
electronic producer 3LAU, who re-
leased a recent album as a series of 
non-fungible tokens and took home 
$11.6 million. Artists got the mes-
sage: the mononymic creator Beeple 
sold one piece as an NFT for $69 mil-
lion shortly after that.

That’s part of the reason I made it 
my mission to convince some musi-
cians to make their Artists & Writ-
ers game debut this year. I invited 
two familiar faces who were crowd 

favorites at past Forbes 30 Under 30 
concerts I curated: singer-songwriter 
Katini Yamoaka is coming in from 
New York, and Taylor Hanson of the 
iconic pop group Hanson is traveling 
all the way from Oklahoma. Whether 
it’s Katini celebrating (some of) her 
roots by releasing the Tokyo-centric 
single “Moshi Moshi” just before this 
summer’s Olympics, or Taylor and 
his brothers founding a beer called 
Mmmhops, they are among the mu-
sic’s legions of outside-the-box think-
ers.

If only for that sort of inspiration 
and edification, I hope this year will 
be the start of a musical renaissance 
at the Artists & Writers game. And if 
you see Paul Simon, tell him he’s al-
ways welcome to come back—and play 
for either squad.

Zack O’Malley Greenburg is the au-
thor of five books, most recently We 
Are All Musicians Now, published in 
weekly installments this year by me-
dia startup Substack. A former senior 
editor at Forbes, Zack’s work has also 
appeared in the New York Times, 
Washington Post and Vanity Fair. He 
has been playing for the Writers since 
2008. For more, visit zogblog.co.

(ABOVE) ZACK O’MALLEY GREENBURG, DAN GREENBURG. (LEFT) 
WRITER HARRY JAVER PLAYING SHORT STOP

Artists And Writers Are All Musicians Now
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ARTISTS

Leif Hope Manager, artist with 
design direction provided by 
Architect Ronnette Riley 

Alec Baldwin, Actor
Andrei Lloyd, Photographer
Antonio Lombardo, 
Actor / Producer
Brian Pfund, Musician
Carl Radke, TV Personality
Chris Wragge, 
CBS News Anchor
Clayton Calvert, Photographer
Eddie McCarthy, Musician
Edmund Hollander, Landscape 
Architect
Ellis Gallagher, 
Graffiti Artist / Gallerist
Eric Ernst, Artist
Jerry O’Connell, Actor
John Longmire, Photographer
John Andrulis, Photographer

Joseph Sopiak, Urban Planner / 
Designer
Kyle Cooke, 
Bravo TV Personality
Leif Hope, Manager / Artist
Lori Singer, Actress /  
Producer /Musician
Matthew Montemaro,  
Actor / Producer
Peter Cestaro, Comedian
Rebecca Underdown,  
Model / Photographer /  
Skincare Entrepreneur
Richard Corey, Teacher/Artist
Robert Tuchman,  
Agent / Entrepreneur
Ron Noy,  
Musician / Team Doctor
Ronnette Riley, Architect
Russell Blue, Architect
Stu Sleppin, Film / Video 
Producer
William Quigley, Artist
Zak Meers, Street Artist

WRITERS

Ken Auletta manager,  
author with editorial direction 
provided by sportswriter/
novelist Mike Lupica 

Alec Sokolow, Screenwriter
Andrea Elliott, Journalist
Andy Friedman, Essayist / 
Musician / Illustrator
Ann Liguori, Sports News 
Reporter / Producer
Benito Vila, Writer
Bill Evans, ABC Weatherman / 
New WLNG Owner
Bill Collage, Screenwriter
Brett Shevack, Copywriter /  
Ad Agency Chief
Cat Marnell,  
NYT Best Selling Author
David Bernstein, Writer
David Baer, Writer
Erika Katz, Parenting Expert

Gabrielle Bluestone, NYT Writer 
/ Emmy-nominated Producer
Harry Javer, Producer
Jay Cardiello, Strength and 
Conditioning Expert
Keith Kelly, Writer / NY Post
Keith Giglio, Screenwriter
Ken Auletta, Manager / Author
Leah McSweeney, TV 
Personality
Mark Weinstein, Writer /  
Social Media Expert
Mike Lupica, Sportswriter / 
Novelist
Nicholas Dawidoff, Writer
Paul Winum, Writer
Peter Wood, Novelist
Remy Kassimir, Stand-up 
Comedian / Actor / Podcaster
Richard Wiese, Explorer / 
Reporter
Taylor Hanson, Musician
Whitney Casey, Journalist
Zack Greenburg, Writer

UMPIRES: Dan Ratiner, Honorable Richard Lowe III, Bill Clinton 

ANNOUNCERS: Jerry O’Connell, Juliet Papa, Josh Brandman

VIDEOTAPING: David Brandman

NATIONAL ANTHEM SINGER: Cantor Debra Stein

7TH INNING STRETCH SINGER: Katini Yamoaka

SOUND SYSTEM: Quantum Sound System

EAST HAMPTON ARTISTS & WRITERS CHARITY SOFTBALL GAME

2019 ARTIST PLAYERS

2019 WRITER PLAYERS
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SC Minor League Baseball Stadium

Massapequa Creek Reserve 

Smithtown Solar Photovoltaics

Sacred Heart Academy

Clean & Green Biosolids Facility 

Molloy College Campus CenterBergen Point WWTP

Garvies Point

St. Joseph’s College Athletic Complex

Copaigue Commons 

SUNY Stony Brook LI Seagates Study

Fordham University

Nassau Coliseum

www.cameronengineering.com

Woodbury, NY        New York, NY        White Plains, NY  

Celebrating Over 
35 Years of Excellence in 
Planning & Engineering

Hofstra Northwell School of Medicine FDNYMTA-LIRR Third Track 

LEED Accredited 
Professionals

MEMBER

NY Fine Interiors Inc. is a unique New York City based Contractor, unsurpassed in the fine art of giving life to architectural interiors as well as 
custom cabinetry and woodwork, with a clear and comprehensible mission that has been driving its success- and the success of its clients- for years.

4312 54th Road 

Maspeth, NY 11378

Tel: (212)201-9935

Email: info@nyfineinteriors.com office@nyfineinteriors.com



ARTIST & WRITERS GAME danspapers.com Page 58    August 21, 2021

Mount Sinai South Nassau 
proudly supports the East Hampton Artists & Writers

Charity Softball Game in its 73rd year, and
applauds its support of local charities

On behalf of the Board of Directors, Administration and Medical Sta�

One Healthy Way, Oceanside, NY 11572   •   mountsinai.org/southnassau

For media inquiries and to reach medical experts, please call 
Dana Sanneman, Damian Becker, Mark Head or Joe Calderone at (516) 632-3000.
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ALUMNI PLAYERS
Abrams, Dan
Aiello, Danny
Albert, Calvin
Alda, Alan
Alexander, John
Allen, Woody
Angel, Johnny
Anson, Robert Sam
Anthony
Arrick, Larry
Asinof, Eliot
Atlas, Nancy
Aubert, Claude
Auletta, Ken
Aurthur, Robert Alan
Bacall, Lauren
Baer, David
Balaban, Bob
Baldwin, Alec
Baldwin, Billy
Baldwin, Stephen
Basaldua, Carlos
Bastore, Bill
Belafonte, David
Bello, Gregg
Bellow, Saul
Benson, Elaine
Berliner, Uri
Bernard, Stephen
Bernard, Walter
Bernstein, Carl
Bernstein, David
Berra, Dale
Berra, Yogi
Berry, Conor
Beucher, David
Birch, Pat
Bishop, Tim
Blaustein, Arthur
Bleckner, Ross
Bleier, Ed
Blinken, David
Blue, Russell
Bluestone, Gabrielle 
Bluhm, Norman
Bogatz, David
Borgenicht, Grace
Borish, Peter
Boyle, Peter
Bracco, Lorraine
Brackettes, 
Raybestos
Bradlee, Ben
Bradlee, Ben Jr.
Brady, James
Brandes, Fred
Brandt, Warren
Breen, Mike 
Breyer, Stephen
Brinkley, Christie
Broderick, Matthew
Brooks, James
Brown, Larry
Brown, Ted
Brukenfeld, Richard
Burke, Mike

Burns, Brian
Burns, Ed
Caglioti, Victor
Cane, Michael
Cardiello, Jay
Carpentier, Ralph
Castagna, Lawrence
Castelli, Leo
Cavett, Dick
Cedering, Siv
Cestaro, Pete
Chamberlain, John
Charles, Josh
Chase, Chevy
Cherry, Herman
Christensen, Carol
Christensen, Dan
Citron, Casper
Clinton, Bill
Clohessy, Tom
Cohn, Sam
Coleman, John
Collage, Bill
Commoner, Barry
Compton, Sara
Conner, John
Cook, Peter
Cooney, Gerry
Corman, Avery
Cornett, Leanza
Crawford, Cindy
Davis, Kristin
Davis, Paul
de Kooning, Elaine
de Kooning, Willem
de Lesseps, Countess 
LuAnn
Della Femina, Jerry
Deutsch, Donny
Di Pietro, Jay
Dine, Jim
DiSunno, Nicole
Doctorow, E.L.
Dougherty, Mike
Dohanos, Peter
Dowd, Jack
Dr. Ruth Westheimer
Dufficy, Pat
Dunne, Griffin
Durham, Bill
Duswalt, Dennis
Duvall, Camille
East Hampton Girls 
Softball
Ebersole, Christine
Eftimiades, Maria
Elmaleh, Victor
Ernst, Eric
Ernst, Jimmy
Evans, Bill 
Fabricant, Florence
Feiffer, Jules
Feith, Tracy
Feuerstein, Mark
Fischl, Eric
Flavin, Dan

Fleming, Bridget
Foster, Katrina
Fox, Connie
Franke, Linda Bird
Freundlich, Bart
Friedan, Betty
Friedman, Andy 
Friedman, Leon
Gasby, Dan
Geiser, David
Gelman, Michael
George, Linda
Gikofsky, Irv
Gilbert, Rod
Giuliani, Rudy
Goldstein, Mike
Gordon, C. Leonard
Gottlieb, Adolph
Graver, Fred
Graves, Jack
Green, Adolph
Green, Mark
Green, Jordan
Greenburg, Dan
Greenburg, Harold
Greenburg, Zack 
O’Malley
Greene, Gael
Greene, Balcomb
Griffin, Ted
Grove, Elaine
Gurney, Ellamae
Gwathmey, Bob
Gwathmey, Charles
Hall, Shima
Halpern, Nate
Hamburg, Joan
Hamburg, Skip
Hamill, Pete
Hannibal, Ed
Harrington, Douglas
Harris, Chris
Hartford Falcons
Heller, Ben
Heller, Joe
Heller, Woodie
Henry, Sherrye
Herzog, Arthur
Hilding, Roy
Hilford, Jeff
Hoffman, Abbie
Hoffman, Dustin
Hofmann, Bill
Hoglund, Rudy
Hollander, Ed
Holmes, Carlton
Hope, Leif
Hope, Nisse
Hren, Kim
Icahn, Carl
Irving , John
Irving, Clifford
Isaacson, Walter 
Jackowski, Ed
Jackson, Anne
Jackson, Curie

Jagger, Bianca
Javer, Harry
Jennings, Peter
Johansen, Chris
Johnson, John
Johnson, Lester
Johnson, Richard
Jones, James
Kahn, Roger
Kalfus, Bruce
Kanovitz, Howard
Kantar, Fred
Katz, Carissa
Katz, Erika
Kelley, Nancy
Kelly, Keith
Kelly, Ray
Kempton, Murray
Kennedy, Scott 
Hamilton
King, William
Kitt, Eartha
Klemensrud, Judith
Kline, Franz
Koppelman, Brian
Kroll, Boris
Kroll, Eric
Kuhn, Marvin
Kuntz, Doug
Lack, Andrew
LaGrasso, Tom
Landfield, Ronnie
Lane, Randall
Lane, Stewart
Larsen, Jerry
Lassaw, Ibram
Lauer, Matt
Lawrence, Dennis
Lawrence, Josh
Lear, Norman
Leger, Phoebe
Leo, Jackie
Leo, John
Leventhal, Rick
Leyritz, Jim
Lieber, Jerry
Liguori, Ann
Linden, Eugene
Lindgren, Hugo
Lipton, James
London, Chris
Longmire, John
Lowe, Richard
Lupica, Mike
Lyons, Ben
Lyons, Jeffrey
Lyons, Marty
Maas, Peter
Malone, Andy
Marca-Relli, Conrad
Marciano, Sal
Margenau, Eric
Margolick, David
Marrero, Frank
Martell, Ralph
Matsuoka, Lynn

Matthiessen, Peter
Mauser, Brett
McCarthy, Eddie
McCarthy, Eugene
McInerney, Jay
McMullan, Jim
Meers, Zack 
Meizlik, Jeffrey
Merchant, Larry
Middleton, Ron
Miller, Leslie
Minetree, Harry
Minetree, Lee
Minoff, Lee
Mitchell, Joan
Montemaro, Matthew
Montoya, Carlos
Morris, Kyle
Morris, Willie
Moses, Harry
Moynihan, Daniel
Mr. G.
Myers, David
Nahem, Edward Tyler
Neele, Kathy
Newfield, Jack
Newport, John Paul
Noy, Ron
O’Connell, Jerry
O’Donnell, Lawrence
O’Donnell, Sean 
O’Malley, Susan
Oreck, Sandy
Otter, Jack
Paluck, David
Papa, Juliet
Parker, Ray
Patricof, Jamie
Pavia, Phillip
Paxton, Tom
Pearce, David
Pele
Pellman, Michael
Perlman, Joel
Petersen, Eric
Pfeifer, Bonnie
Pfund, Brian 
Philbin, Regis
Pierce, Charles
Pinto, Vanessa
Plimpton, George
Podd, Roger
Pollack, Sy
Pollikoff, Max
Pollock, Jackson
Positano, Rick
Pottinger, Stan
Powers, Bill
Powers, Patsy
Praino, Joe
Prisco, Geoff
Prohaska, Ray
Pulick, Dan 
Quigley, William
Quinn, Lonnie
Randall, Tony

Rangel, Charles
Rattiner, Dan
Rattiner, David
Reeve, Christopher
Reeves, Richard
Reginato, Peter
Rembar, Charles
Remnick, David
Rennert, Peter
Reno, Jean
Richardson, Bill
Richardson, Ham
Rickenbach, Paul
Riley, Ronnette
Ringo, Susan
Rivers, Larry
Rizzie, Dan
Robards, Sam
Rock, Tom
Rocks, Burt
Rohatyn, Felix
Romance, Lance 
Romo III, Thomas
Rose, Charlie
Rosenberg, Harold
Rosenblatt, Roger
Rosenquist, Jim
Rosenthal, Randall
Rosenthal, Tony
Rosset, Barney
Ruehl, Mercedes
Safir, Michael
Salter, James
Sander, Ludwig
Sawaya, Nathan
Scanlon, John
Schanker, Louis
Scheider, Brenda 
Siemer
Scheider, Roy
Schisgal, Murray
Schroer, Hal
Schulman, Nev 
Schultz, Lori
Severin, Jay
Shalala, Donna
Shanzer, Beverly
Shaw, Adam
Shaw, Irwin
Sheed, Wilfrid
Sheehy, Gail
Sherr, Lynn
Shevack, Brett
Shnayerson, Michael
Silverman, Scott
Simon, Neil
Simon, Paul
Singer, Lori
Sleppin, Stu
Slivka, David
Smith, B.
Sokolow, Alec
Sokolow, Diane
Sokolow, Mel
Sokolow, Sam
Salomon, James 

Solomen, Rick
Solomon, Mike
Solomon, Syd
Sopiak, Joe
Sorkin, Andrew Ross
Southern, Terry
Stafford, John 
Starnger, Helga
Stein, Ronnie
Steiner, Leslie Morgan
Stewart, Martha
Stokes, Carl
Stolz, Kim
Stone, Peter
Straehan, Bruce
Stringer, Howard
Strong, Billy
Strongin, Ted
Sugar, Bert
Suna, Michelle
Sweeney, D.B.
Teitelbaum, Stan
Tennenbaum, Silvia
Tibus, Tim
Tivnan, Edward
Tomasiegycz, Clara 
Beth
Trakis, Lou
Tuchman, Robert
Underdown, Rebecca 
Vaderpols, Miriam
Veenema, Kendall
Verdon, Gwen
Vicente, Esteban
Vila, Benito
Vish, Corrine
Vonnegut, Kurt
Walker, Wesley
Wallach, Eli
Ward, Joan
Weber, Bruce
Weinstein, Joseph
Weinstein, Mark
Welden, Dan
White, Willard
Wiese, Richard
Wilder, Joe
Wilkerson, Edward
Wilson, Paula
Winum, Paul
Wojtusiak, Ray
Wolfe, Tom
Woodward, Bob
Wragge, Chris
Yulin, Harris
Zacks, Lew
Zapata, Domingo
Ziegel, Vic
Zinzenkco, Dave
Zogbaum, Wilfrid
Zucker, Jeff
Zuckerman, Mort


