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1:00 pm
HOME RUN DERBY 
Two-person teams of pitcher & slugger 
take the field to swing for the title 
of Hamptons Home Run Champs! 
A contribution of $500 per team.

2:00 pm
BATTING PRACTICE
4:00 pm
GAME TIME 
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EXCITING EVENTS THIS YEAR! 
AUGUST 18 
HERRICK PARK 
EAST HAMPTON
Raffles, Prizes and Great Food!

10:30 am  
FUTURE STARS SKILLS 
CHALLENGE 
For Children ages 5 to 11. 
THROW, BAT & RUN.

  FOR THE BENEFIT OF 

East End Hospice    Eleanor Whitmore Early Childhood Center     Phoenix House Academy of Long Island     The Retreatn n n
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                                                                         Maspeth, NY 11378 

                                            Tel: 212-201-9935 / 347-808-0138 / 718-381-4788     

                                                                         Fax: 347-808-0140   

                                                              Email: info@nyfineinteriors.com 

                                                                            

N Y  F i n e  I n t e r i o r s  I n c .  i s  a  u n i q u e  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y  b a s e d  C o n t r a c t o r ,  u n s u r p a s s e d  i n  t h e  f i n e  a r t  o f  
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c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  m i s s i o n  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  d r i v i n g  i t s  s u c c e s s  –  a n d  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  i t s  c l i e n t s  –  f o r  
y e a r s .  
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The East Hampton Artists Writers Annual Softball Game is dedicated 
to building a community of artists, writers, celebrities, volunteers, 
and friends who are focused on supporting organizations that serve 
those in need on the East End of Long Island. As the longest continuing 
tradition in our area, we’ve come together each year to create a fun, 
festive event in the spirit of entertainment and competition for the 
mutual benefit and advancement of local charities that provide vital 
human services.

EAST  END HOSPICE , 

ELEANOR WHITMORE EARLY  CHILDHOOD CENTER,

PHOENIX  HOUSE ACADEMY OF  LONG ISLAND, 

THE  RETREAT

THANK OUR SPONSORS:

FROM THE  BOARD OF  D IRECTORS:

ALL STAR
HBO

GRAND SLAM 
Mort Zuckerman • Dan’s Hamptons Media

HOME RUN HITTERS 
Hollander Design Landscape Architects

Prestige Orthopaedics & Sports Medicine

TRIPLE HITTERS 
1010 Wins • NY Fine Interiors

Ronnette Riley Architect • South Nassau Communities Hospital

DOUBLE HITTERS 
Fred & Betsy Graver • Suffolk Law • Hamptons International Film Festival

SINGLE HITTERS
Eric Ernst • London Sports • Ocean Vista

Ken Auletta & Mike Lupica •  True Value Hardwar

O F F I C I A L  P R O G R A M

Today’s Game Benefits Four Worthy Charities
EAST END HOSPICEs a New York State Certified Hospice, providing an individualized plan of care for 
patients, their families and loved ones throughout the difficult time of illness and loss. Since 1991, their 
team of skilled professionals and volunteers offers social, emotional, and spiritual support and pain 
and symptom control in a familiar and loving environment. No one is denied care because of inability 
to pay. Their bereavement care services are offered throughout the East End community. Their staff 
is extensively trained in grief therapy. East End Hospice also offers Camp Good Grief, a summer day 
camp for children who have experienced a loss—a place where fun is mixed with therapy, and a skilled 
bereavement staff plan and lead each day with care.

ELEANOR WHITMORE EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER. Filling a need for day care in East Hampton while sup-
porting single parents, working families and the businesses in the community that employ them, Elea-
nor Whitmore Early Childhood Center provides a safe and nurturing environment that promotes the 
physical, social, emotional and intellectual development of pre-school children. Since 1969, the Center 
provides an environment that contributes to each child’s sense of belonging, gives recognition for effort 
and accomplishment, and encourages each child to express ideas freely without fear of rejection or ridi-
cule. The only licensed New York State day care center in the town, the Center relies on contributions to 
maintain its vital programs and meet its growing needs. 

PHOENIX HOUSE ACADEMY OF LONG ISLAND.  The nation’s leading nonprofit substance abuse treatment 
and prevention organization runs 10 programs on Long Island. It provides treatment and a variety of 
prevention and intervention services to schools and communities. It offers a safe haven and a chance 
to rebuild damaged lives. Phoenix House treatment is comprehensive and includes health care, educa-
tion, and job training among its broad array of supportive services that enable residents to leave drugs 
behind and start healthy, productive new lives as part of the Long Island community. Phoenix Academy 
of Long Island, is a 45-bed residential, adolescent treatment and school program in Wainscott. East 
Hampton Outpatient uses a combination of individual and group counseling approaches. They are a 
small program that provides clients with individualized attention, as well as support, counseling, educa-
tion, and advocacy. The East Hampton Outpatient program is a phased program for adults and adoles-
cents that begins with education and orientation. The second phase of treatment is a recovery phase and 
the final phase prepares the client for self-preservation and discharge. Phoenix House programs have 
been saving lives and strengthening families and communities since 1967.

THE RETREAT’S mission is to provide safety, shelter and support for victims of domestic abuse and to 
break the cycle of family violence. In pursuit of that mission, The Retreat offers residential and non-
residential services, including a 24/7 domestic violence hotline, group and individual counseling, legal 
advocacy, violence prevention education and crime victim assistance, as well as a comprehensive father-
hood program, self-sufficiency and financial literacy training programs, rental assistance, batterer edu-
cation, and collaborations to offer support to victims living with mental illness, in foster care, substance 
abuse treatment and developmental disabilities communities.

THE ARTISTS & WRITERS annual softball game began as a picnic on Sundays in the summer of 1948. It 
was played by artists such as Franz Kline, Willem de Kooning, Philip Pavia, Jackson Pollock, and Joan 
Mitchell. Everyone brought a dish. Some brought drinks. Two writers joined in this picnic, Barney Ros-
set of Grove Press, whose girlfriend was Joan Mitchell, and Harold Rosenberg, an art critic. All this took 
place on Wilfrid Zogbaum’s front yard. 

The artists had moved to Springs and the East End for cheap rent, larger studios and an easier life. 
They talked of art, gossiped, ate, drank, and shared in camaraderie. Some recall what a glorious time 
it was. The war was over, the world’s Depression lessening, and more artists’ work was being seen in 
New York galleries. Some were successful in sales and reputation. Some drank too much. Most were just 
young artists anxious to be part of the emerging art scene. Writers joined the artists in the ’60s and ’70s. 
Irwin Shaw, Willie Morris, and James Jones were among the group who expanded to include politicians, 
actors, musicians, publishers, editors, and television personalities. The game has included governors, 
mayors, senators, a former President and a Supreme Court justice. 

Most importantly the game is now played for four local charities that provide vital human services 
and it would not exist if it were not for the humor and determination of Leif Hope, who has for more 
than 50 years kept this Game alive—with a little help from his friends. Leif’s charm and wit have en-
deared many along the way—mostly women—to help keep him organized. Hats off to them. So have 
fun, buy lots of raffles, shirts, hats, posters and notecards. Enjoy our burgers, hot dogs, ice cream and 
Snapple. It is all for good causes!

We thank you for coming to the 70th Annual Artists & Writers Game!

A Brief History of the Game

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Leif Hope, Walter Bernard, Ronnette Riley, David Brandman, Benito Vila

William Quigley, Steven Ringel, 

ADVISORY BOARD
Ken Auletta, Bill Collage, Eric Ernst, Elena Prohaska Glinn, Fred Graver, Bonnie Grice 

Sherrye Henry, Ed Hollander, Anne Liguori, James Lipton, Mike Lupica,  
Hon. Richard Lowe, Alison Milano, Juliet Papa, Ellen T. White,  

Dan Rattiner, Mort Zuckerman

ADMINISTRATION
Nicholls Global & Associates, LLC, Pauline Nicholls, Vanessa Kim

UMPIRES
Dan Rattiner, Honorable Richard Lowe III, Ed Bleier, Hal Schroer

ANNOUNCERS
DJ Anthony, Josh Brandman, Andy Haynes, Juliet Papa

NATIONAL ANTHEM SINGERS
Choral Society of the Hamptons

SOUND SYSTEM
Chris Pfund

VIDEOTAPING
David Brandman

SPECIAL THANKS TO
Mayor Paul Rickenbach, Superintendent Richard J. Burns

Chief of Police Gerard Larsen

DESIGN  Walter Bernard Design, Fausta Kingue

PHOTOGRAPHY Craig Mcnaughton, Tom Ratcliffe III, Daniel Gonzalez, Barbara Lassen

AUCTION ORGANIZERS Ximena Castillo, Ronnette Riley

PRINTED BY Evergreen Printing
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Edmund Hollander 
Landscape Architect Design

applauds

LEIF HOPE

Following nature’s lead in creating fine landscapes,

for his devotion to the Artists & Writers Game, 
and the charities it supports.

200 Park Avenue South Suite 1200, New York, NY 10003
Phone 212.473.0620   www.hollanderdesign.com
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wish

Dr. Ron Noy

and the rest of the Arti sts and Writers a great game!

70 years, WOW!

424 Madison Ave @ 49th St., Manhatt an NYC

646-862-0180

www.Presti geSportsMedicine.com
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Top 100 Hospitals for Orthopedics*

Serving the South Shore From Queens to Su�olk

Proudly supports the East Hampton Artists & Writers Charity So�ball
Game in its 70th year, and applauds its support of local charities

On Behalf of The Board of Directors,
Administration and Medical Sta 

For media inquiries and to reach medical experts, please call 
Dana Sanneman, Damian Becker, Mark Head or Joe Calderone at (516) 632-3000.

South Nassau Communities Hospital

*According to Healthgrades, an independent national ratings organization and a leading online resource helping consumers make informed decisions about physicians and hospitals. 

One Healthy Way
Oceanside, NY  11572

www.southnassau.org
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AUGUST 18, 2018

A R T I S T S  &  W R I T E R S
S C O R E B O A R D

Herrick Park, East Hampton

Walter Bernard
David Blinken
Russell Blue
David Bogatz
Peter Borish

David Brandman
Peter Cook

Michael Dougherty
Eric Ernst

Ed Hollander 
Leif Hope 

John Longmire
Eddie McCarthy

Zak Meers
Ron Noy 

Brian Pfund 
Geoff Prisco

William Quigley
Lonnie Quinn

Ronnette Riley
Thomas Romo

Hal Schroer
Lori Singer
Stu Sleppin
Billy Strong 

Richard Sullivan 
Wayne Winnick
Chris Wragge

Ken Auletta
David Baer

Carl Bernstein
David Bernstein

Gabrielle Bluestone
Mike Breen
Brian Burns
Jay Cardiello
Bill Collage

Donnie Deutsch
Marc Ernay
John Franco
Rod Gilbert
Fred Graver

Zack O’Malley Greenburg
Carlton Holmes
Walter Isaacson

Harry Javer
Erika Katz
Keith Kelly

Rick Leventhal
Mike Lupica
Lee Minetree
Dan Rattiner
Steven Ringel
Brett Shevack
Alec Sokolow
Benito Vila

Mark Weinstein
Paul Winum

ART ISTS WRITERS

UMPIRES
Ed Bleier, Bridget Fleming, Steve Litras, 

Honorable Richard Lowe III, Dan Rattiner

ANNOUNCERS
DJ Anthony, Josh Brandman, Fred Graver, 

Andy Haynes, Juliet Papa

NATIONAL ANTHEM SINGERS
Choral Society of the Hamptons 

SOUND SYSTEM
Chris Pfund

VIDEOTAPING
David Brandman
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Supporting survivors of 
abuse and assault  for more than 30 years.

Look behind the hedgerows 
and The Hamptons are just like 

every other neighborhood.

In 2017 

The Retreat helped over 
5600 survivors with direct services.

And educated another 
5500 in violence prevention.

24 Hour Hotline (631) 329-2200 | www.allagainstabuse.org  | (631) 329-4398

Retreat Program Ad_Artists Writers 2018.indd   2 8/1/2018   3:53:37 PM
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Ken Aule�a
XC: To begin, for those of us reading this program who don’t 

already know, tell us who you are outside of the game and what 
you do. 

KA: I’m a writer for The New Yorker magazine. I have been since 1977. 
I’m the author of 12 books, 5 of them national best-sellers. 

XC: Wonderful. You just released a new book, yes? 
This past June?

KA: Yes, my 12th book, called Frenemies. 
XC: That’s fantastic. Tell me, how long have you been involved 

with Artists & Writers?
KA: I would think I played in my first game somewhere in the ’80s. 

My educated guess would be that I became captain of the Writers team 
probably 18 years ago. 

XC: As captain, do you go into the game every year with a 
strategy for beating the Artists? 

KA: There are three goals, and sometimes they’re contradictory. One, 
to have fun. Two is, in having fun, make it enjoyable for the audience who 
are here raising money for the four local charities. Three, is to win.  Having 
fun and making it worthwhile for the charities and audience sometimes 
may conflict with winning. What I try to do is get everyone in who comes. 
Sometimes it’s just not possible, and you have 50 people and everyone’s 
not at equal ability, softball-wise. You don’t want to play a weak player in 
center field or shortstop for nine innings. So it’s always a judgement call 
between those objectives and the objective of being democratic and getting 
as many players in as possible and also winning. You’re constantly juggling 
that. One of the things I do as captain is, I start at first base and I take 
myself out first. So by taking myself out first, it gives me the authority to 
take out others, because I’m not favoring myself. Some people don’t want 
to come out sometimes, but I say, “Hey, I took myself out, we got to get 
people in.” 

XC: Tell me what you know about the rumor that the game 

started as a means to raise bail money.
KA: I never heard that. Or at least it never came up in my era, in the 

’80s. If it’s true, it happened long before me. 
XC: How do you feel about the game and how it impacts 

local charities?
KA: I think it’s great fun. It’s community building. It’s raising money 

for local philanthropic organizations. I wish we could raise more money 
for them. The audience who comes, the people the event attracts, they’re 
the contributors. We’re out there and we’re having fun and playing a 
game—we pay for hats and shirts and maybe take out ads in the program, 
but essentially the contributions come from the people who come to the 
game. The players are not really making a sacrifice. It’s all credit to the fans 
who come, and I hope more come. One of the things the Board did this 
year, which was smart, I think, was to make the game a little later so that it 
doesn’t encroach on beach time. You know on a sunny day, you don’t want 
to sit outdoors at two o’clock in the afternoon. You’d much rather do that 
at four o’clock. 

XC: Agreed. It’s about satisfying the fans. I’m sure many 
long-time goers want to know if you have some top memorable 
moments from over the years.

KA: We’ve had a number of really good games, including in the last few 
years. We had one, two years ago that went into overtime—extra innings. 
But you remember incidents that are fun… or at least memorable, probably 
not fun. For instance, I remember when Gerry Cooney, heavyweight 
champion of the world, who they somehow decided was an artist—maybe 
he was an artist of flopping down on the canvas after getting punched—he 
didn’t qualify as an artist but nevertheless he played. And he had never 
played softball before. He thought what you did was hit the ball, run to first 
base and instead of stepping on the base, you’re supposed to knock over 
the first baseman. So this big guy running down at full speed runs into and 
knocks over our first baseman, Andrew Lack, who was the president of 
NBC News and broke his shoulder! So Andrew Lack is never going to play 
anymore. He thinks it’s a bunch of savages playing. Now that was funny for 

On this, the Artists & Writers 70th Anniversary Charity Softball Game, we went to two men who have been a part of 
the action for decades. Ken Auletta, Captain of the Writers team, and Leif Hope, Captain of the Artists team, sat to chat 
about what it means to hold this event and to reminisce about nostalgic moments of the past.  

THROUGH THE CAPTAIN’S LENS 
A Look Through the Ages with Ken Auletta and Leif Hope

INTERVIEWS BY XIMENA CASTILLO

KEN AULETTA SHARES A FEW THOUGHTS 
WITH LEIF HOPE AT THE 2017 GAME
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me and probably funny for others, but it wasn’t funny for Andrew Lack. 
I remember another time when I was playing left field and a shallow 

fly ball was hit to me, and Alec Baldwin was on third base and he decided 
that he would try to tag up from third base. I mean, I was literally almost 
over the shortstop so it’s a very short throw for me in left field to home 
plate. Alec Baldwin decides to tag up and the ball fell on the plate. Jay 
McInerney, writer, was the catcher and Alec did what Gerry Cooney did 
and bowled him over. But Jay held onto the ball and it was an out. 

There’s also another time when Leif Hope, manager of the Artists team, 
decided that a pro football player, Marty Lyons was his name, was really an 
artist. He was about 6’4” and his muscles were bulging. He hit a ball over 
the tennis court in left field. Literally the outfield, we didn’t move. We just 
saw this thing fly over the tennis court. We knew there was no reason to 
move, there was no way to catch it. It was the most towering home run I 
had ever seen hit. And of course we protested and said, “Well, why is he an 
artist?” They said, “Well, look at that hit! Wasn’t that an artistic hit?” 

So yeah, we’ve had memories like that. I remember another time when 
I was playing center field and Paul Simon, the singer, was playing left 
field, and Paul was a good athlete, actually. That year they had put netting 
around the tennis courts and around the outfield to set up parameters for 
the game. But they had very low steel bars holding the netting up, that 
were very pointy and rough at the top. Paul, is a short guy and he went 
for a ball and he banged just below his eye on that steel frame and he cut 
himself. That wasn’t fun…

XC: You remember it, though.
KA: Yeah, boy I remember that. He does too. He never played again, 

I’m sorry to say. I also remember a time, I think it was two years ago, Bill 
Clinton played. I had known Clinton because I had covered him some when 
he was Governor of Arkansas. He came out to the Hamptons in 1988. He 
had just given a terrible speech at the Democratic Convention that no one 
was fond of. He came to our softball game that morning in Sag Harbor, 
where we do our weekly game, and [we] said, “Why don’t you come to 
the Artists-Writers Game?” and he did. He umpired for the first time in 

1988 for a couple of innings. He liked it so much that every time he would 
visit the Hamptons, he would come and umpire the game or make an 
appearance at the game. And even when he was President he would make 
appearances. Two years ago, he again made an appearance at the game and 
he walks on the field and everyone surrounds him, the play stops. The fans 
come out and the press surrounds him. We were in the middle of a rally, 
the Writers, and I ran over to him and he said, “Oh hey, Ken.” And I go, 
“Mr. President, you have to please get off the field.” It was crazy. And he 
didn’t realize that we were in the middle of a rally and he was interrupting 
the game and he very generously obliged. The Secret Service  of course, is 
looking at me like, am I attacking him or something? I wasn’t. I was polite, 
but I thought, oh my god they’re going to arrest me and I have to play in 
this game. He left the field, but the truth is he would gather crowds around 
him and we so appreciated that he would show up. He remained a very 
popular figure in the game from the first time he umpired. Those are some 
of the best memories I’ve got. 

XC: Brilliant. As a nice segue, you mentioned earlier that there 
are so many players, not all of them the best at the game. Off the 
top of your head, who would you note as the best or worst player 
you’ve seen play?

KA: I’ll be glad to talk about the best. I don’t want to be dramatic about 
the worst, because there are a lot of candidates up for the worst. But among 
the best, John Franco, the former Mets pitcher. Pithed for us two years ago 
and then played center field. He was a great athlete. He got the MVP award 
that year. The Artists have some good players too. I remember Yogi Berra’s 
son played for the Artists one year, he was a really good player. Then you 
got people like David Baer, who is our shortstop—young guy, he’s in his 
20s. For hustling and rah-rah, my co-captain Mike Lupica. Mike is full 
of energy and hustle and very demonstrative on the field. He’s not one of 
the best players in the way that John Franco is one of the best players, but 
probably the most spirited and fun to play with. 

What I have found over the years is that I’ll get a lot of calls starting in 
August with people saying they want to play. And they’ll say, “Hey, I’m a 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:
CARL BERNSTEIN & ERIC ERNST, 
MIKE LUPICA & DAN RATTINER, 
ED HOLLANDER, RICK LEVENTHAL, 
LORI SINGER, PETER COOK, ALEC BALDWIN
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really good player.” And anytime someone says, ‘I’m a really good player,’ 
the odds are they’re not, because a good player doesn’t boast. I always say, 
come to the field early and let me see you work out at batting practice and 
fielding practice. Inevitably, that player who said they were a really good 
player, when I watch them field balls or bat… For instance, the late Peter 
Jennings—who was a friend of mine, the ABC News anchor—like Gerry 
Cooney has never played softball before. And he didn’t know what to do 
with a softball. One year we put him up to bat, and Leif had arranged for 
the softball to have water in it. And so when Peter swung and hit the ball 
it exploded and it was a lot of fun. But Peter would probably agree that he 
was one of the worst players. 

Oh! One of my favorite memories of the Artists-Writers Game was of 
George Plimpton, great writer. George used to play in the game for many 
years before I started playing. George was about 80 years old. He came 
down to the game, I was coaching and I pinch hit him, which he was very 
happy about. I said to him, “George, would you like to have someone run 
for you?” He said, “I can run myself.” He swings at the first pitch, and it’s 
a line drive which knocks in a run and he runs over to first base. Now I run 
over to first base and I say quietly, “Do you need a runner now?” And looks 
at me like, who is this insect who thinks I’m no longer capable of running? 
He says again, “I will run for myself.” It was just thrilling. Unfortunately he 
passed away within months of that game, but he left an indelible memory. 

XC: Tell me, Ken, looking through old programs, I’ve noticed 

the name of the event changes from a charity event to a celebrity 
event. While both of these are true, how do you see those two 
things coalescing for the future of Artists & Writers?

KA: I think we don’t have enough celebrities. If we had more celebrities 
we would draw a bigger crowd.

XC: Do you think you’re a celebrity?
KA: No. I think Jay-Z is a celebrity. Beyoncé is a celebrity. I’m known 

by a handful of people outside my family. I think one of the challenges is 
to get more celebrities and therefore get more of a crowd and therefore 
raise more money, ideally. I’ll never forget talking to a celebrity once and 
asking them to come play in the game. This celebrity figured they would go 
there and suddenly be accosted by people and have cameras poking them 
from the crowd. There’s a legitimate worry of getting hit in the back of the 
head with a camera and a fear of being besieged in an open area. It’s not 
like going into an office or something, where you’ve got security guards. 
You’re alone out there and you’re in shorts wearing a glove and a hat and 
suddenly you’ve got a hundred people around you and they’re pressing in 
on you. It’s unusual, and for some it could be scary. 

The other thing that the celebrities I’ve talked to don’t say, because I was 
speaking to a real big celebrity once and I asked them to come play and 
this person said, “You guys are too serious.” And what was he really saying 
to me? What he was really saying to me, and I’ve heard it from others is 
that, I don’t want to make a fool of myself. I have an image to uphold. And 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: REGIS PHILBIN; GEORGE PLIMPTON; BILL CLINTON; PAUL SIMON; ERIC & JIMMY ERNST
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if I go out there and I play a sloppy game and the press writes about the 
errors I made or the wrong base I ran to, I’m going to be embarrassed, 
humiliated. Shamed. I would counter and tell them, you’re just going to 
look human out there. And they would say, “No, I’m going to look like a 
fool.” So that’s another reason why it’s a disincentive for some celebrities. 
But we need more celebrities. If you think about it, we have a lot of famous 
artists out here and they don’t play—they used to. We have screenwriters, 
and actors, and comedians out here. Jay-Z is an artist. He’s also a writer, 
he writes his own songs. He would qualify for both teams, and I would 
love for him to play. But so far we’ve struck out on acquiring some of those 
people. I really think that’s the way to grow and the best way we can raise 
more money for the community. 

Leif Hope
XC: Tell me, how long have you been involved with Artists & 

Writers, and been captain of the Artists team?
LH: I started the thing as a charity in 1980, and Kenny’s been playing 

too, so I don’t know. 
XC: It’s always such a heated game every year. As captain, do 

you go into the game with a strategy for how you’re going to win 
the day?

LH: Well, it depends. If you have a good pitcher, they’re going to hit the 
hell out of you. They love a good slow-pitch. Kenny, of course joined the 
Writers and we both love to beat each other’s brains out. I’m sure he says 
the same thing, but it’s all in good fun. 

XC: I’ve spoken to fans of the event and everyone has so many 
great memories of the game and of you. You’re apparently 
known for doing a stunt every year, with your turnip-ball 
enduring the longest of any of them.  What were some of your 
favorite gags?

LH: Actually the idea came in about 30 or 40 years ago. Herman 
Cherry was playing in the game and I think it was Dustin Hoffman who 
was pitching. A guy came over to me with Herman and said, “Leif, he’s 
got something for you,” and handed me a grapefruit that was painted 
like a softball. And I said, “Oh, that’s great.” I took it from him and I 
started walking out to the mound, but Herman’s friend said, “You don’t 

understand. He would like to pitch it.” And I said, “Of course! Of course!” I 
realized I was just insensitive and apologized. I walked to Dustin and said, 
“Herman’s got a grapefruit painted like a softball and he would like to pitch 
it. Can I replace you just for that play?” Dustin said, “Of course.” I went to 
Herman, who’s a painter and a poet, and said, “You want to remember, this 
thing doesn’t bounce. If it hits the ground…” 

George Plimpton was at the plate and waiting for a pitch. “I know, I 
know” Herman kept saying. So I’m there when the game starts again, 
looking at the ball as he pitches it, and it was short! George looked at it 
as it dropped to the ground. You could hear it— blub blub blub blub blub. 
George asks, “What kind of a ball is that?” He of course knew what it was. 
We had not done that before. They came back for the second pitch and 
George just hammered it across and it just splashed everywhere. It was 
great fun. So that was the start of it. We’ve had baseball stars like Jim 
Leyritz who got the grapefruit, he was a good sport about it. A lot of good 
sports in this game, including Kenny, who has a new book out by the way. 
Frenemies. I have the book. 

XC: That seems fitting. One person people tend to associate the 
game with is Bill Clinton. They say it was a great achievement on 
your part for getting him to come out. Do you want to tell us how 
you managed that?

LH: Well, my ex-wife knew the Clintons. She’s from Arkansas as well. 
She got them to come out. They came out one night, I went up to him and I 
said, “Governor”—he was a governor at the time, 1988, I think—“have you 
played this game?” And he said he had.  And I asked, “Do you know the 
rules?” “Well I think I know some of them.” I wasn’t trying to be a wise guy, 
it was just to double-check, and told him the rules you don’t know, make 
’em up. He was a good sport.  

Roy Scheider played for many years and Alec Baldwin played a number 
of times. Before Alec was playing with us, about seven or eight years ago, 
it got be the ninth inning. The Writers were winning by two runs and he 
was up second. He came to me and said, “You could put a hitter up there 
in place of me.” He wasn’t a bad hitter, so I asked him, “Alec, are you 
guaranteeing me that you’re not going to get a hit?” He said, “No, no, no.” 
So I told him to just get a bat and get up there. And he did. And he made 
out anyhow. But the point is, he was generous.  He’s always been generous. 

XC: It’s so good to hear that the participants are such  
decent people. 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: CHEVY CHASE & JEFF MEIZLIK, FORMER YANKEE JIM LEYRITZ & BILL CLINTON, JOHN FRANCO & WALTER BERNARD
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LH: Years ago, before it was a charity and just a regular Artists-Writers 
game, 40 years ago, Senator Gene McCarthy played. He had played first 
base for the Northern League or one of the leagues up there in Minnesota. 
I asked him if he loved the game. He said, “I would rather be known as a 
great first baseman than as a senator.” And that’s the power of baseball 
as an American sport. I would rather be known as a first baseman than a 
senator. Don’t you think that’s remarkable?

XC: It’s definitely a wonderful sentiment to hear someone say 
out loud.

LH: Of course! I think he meant it. In any case, he was fun. 
XC: This brings me to my next question. There’s a persistent 

rumor the game began as a means to raise bail money. Can you 
speak on that?

LH: I can speak on that. They never raised money for anything, except 
for two artists who got into trouble with the law during the Vietnam era. 
Bob Gwathmey, who was a painter and the son of Charles Gwathmey, who 
was a famous architect, and Bill Hoffman, who was a painter. They flew the 
peace flag. It was a great sentiment, you know, in support of the country. 
We all were against the war. I think we raised $600 for their legal costs. 

XC: So this is where the rumor comes from?
LH: Yes, as far as I can remember, we never raised any money for 

anything other than that. 
XC: Let the record show. Another interesting fact that’s always 

noted is that your team is a more diverse group with respect 
to the occupations and qualifications as “artists.” You move 
beyond just paint and canvas.

LH: We’re much more catholic than the writers—catholic with a lower 
“C” of course. But because we include actors and architects. Writers 
are so strict. I asked them one time in 1975, before it was a charity —I 
asked Gardner Spungin, and you can spell that any way you like. He was 
the manager of the Writers. And they had flown some players in from 
California. They were very good players, by the way. We never stretched...
that is, we didn’t stretch very much. A little bit maybe. We’d take in an 
actor occasionally. I asked Gardner during batting practice, “Gardner, how 
do these guys fit as writers?” And he said, “Well, they write briefs.” And 
that was enough that they won the game. 

The next year, in 1976, I called the Hartford Falcons. It was a softball 
team. I had read about this woman, Joan Joyce, I believe, who was a 
champion pitcher for the Falcons. They played all over the country. I finally 
got the manager and I told them who I was, and that didn’t matter, he 
didn’t know who I was. But I told him who I was and I asked him if I could 
get Joan to one game, she doesn’t even have to play the whole game. 
We offered to get someone to fly to Hartford to pick her up and bring her to 
East Hampton. He wasn’t sure and said he would try to get in touch 
with her. A few weeks went by and I called again because I hadn’t heard 
from them, and the manager told me she was in a motel in Indiana, 
that they were playing down there. So, I managed to get her on the 

phone. Ximena, are you offended by vulgarity and profanity? Because I 
don’t like profanity.

XC: Not at all, go for it.
LH: I got her out of, apparently, bed at around 9:30 or 10 o’clock in the 

morning. I told her who I was and she said, “Yeah…I’d like to do that”—she 
had a very sleepy voice. Then somebody, some guy in the background, said, 
“Wow, uh, who the f— is that?” She shushed him. Anyway, they called me 
shortly before the game and replaced her with their second pitcher, and the 
manager said she was just about as good as Joanie, and we won that game. 
The Writers wouldn’t talk to me for five years because of it. I could only 
play her in one inning, so I played her in the ninth inning. But it has always 
been very personal game.

XC: You’ve already spoken about some noteworthy games 
of the past, but is there any one that sticks out to you above all 
the others?

LH: Chris Reeve, you know, the actor who was paralyzed from a fall off 
a horse. Anyway, he was on the sidelines and I went up to him and asked, 
“You Chris Reeve?” Yeah. “You’ve played this game?” Yeah. So I told him 
to get out here and to get a shirt, so he got a shirt and he played. I think we 
ended up selling A Kiss from Chris Reeve for $5 and some women went 
bananas about that. Anyhow, he played in the game, ninth inning. Artists 
are behind two runs. We’re up last. A guy got a hit. Scratch hit. He’s on 
first. Chris Reeve got up, big guy, and he swung mightily and it dribbled 
towards third base. The third baseman I think fell down trying to field it. 
So now he’s on first and the other guy is on second. 

Now this is very important, next guy got out, but he moved them up 
to second and third, this guy was out at first. We’ve got two outs and 
Paul Simon got up, and he’s a left-handed hitter and he hit it sharp to 
the left-center field. I’m not sure who was playing center field, but he 
had a strong throwing arm. The guy on third scored to tie the game, we 
were only one run behind. Chris Reeve, big tall guy, comes pounding 
around third base, coming to home plate, and the throw came in from 
center field to catch him—he was the winning run, and Mort Zuckerman 
caught the ball 10 feet from home plate. And just as Reeves was running 
by, he slipped it to the catcher right away. Reeves collided with the catcher. 
I think it was Jay McInerney, but I’m not sure. Either way, they went 
flying. The ball was of course loose and it was the winning run. 
We won that game. We gave the most valuable player award to Chris 
Reeve, however the real hero of the game was Paul Simon, who shot to left 
center field.

XC: As a local event, as a charity, how do you want to see this 
event move forward over the next 30 years as the game moves 
towards 100?

LH: We’re having a lot of difficulty raising money, but I would like 
to continue raising money for the charities. It’s more important for the 
charities than it is for anything else. And we would like to keep playing 
great games, but I would love to beat the hell out of the Writers. 

MORT ZUCKERMAN & JOE SOPIAK LORI SINGER & STU SLEPPIN
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THE WRITERS 2017

THE ARTISTS 2017
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ALUMNI PLAYERS

Abrams, Dan
Aiello, Danny
Albert, Calvin
Alda, Alan
Alexander, John
Allen, Woody
Angel, Johnny
Anson, Robert Sam
Anthony
Arrick, Larry
Asinof, Eliot
Atlas, Nancy
Aubert, Claude
Auletta, Ken
Aurthur, Robert Alan
Bacall, Lauren
Baer, David
Balaban, Bob
Baldwin, Alec
Baldwin, Billy
Baldwin, Stephen
Basaldua, Carlos
Bastore, Bill
Belafonte, David
Bello, Gregg
Bellow, Saul
Benson, Elaine
Berliner, Uri
Bernard, Stephen
Bernard, Walter
Bernstein, Carl
Bernstein, David
Berra, Dale
Berra, Yogi
Berry, Conor
Beucher, David
Birch, Pat
Bishop, Tim
Blaustein, Arthur
Bleckner, Ross
Bleier, Ed
Blinken, David
Blue, Russell
Bluhm, Norman
Bogatz, David
Borgenicht, Grace
Borish, Peter
Boyle, Peter
Bracco, Lorraine
Brackettes, Raybestos
Bradlee, Ben
Bradlee, Ben Jr.
Brady, James
Brandes, Fred
Brandt, Warren
Breyer, Stephen
Brinkley, Christie
Broderick, Matthew
Brooks, James
Brown, Larry
Brown, Ted
Brukenfeld, Richard
Burke, Mike
Burns, Brian

Burns, Ed
Caglioti, Victor
Cane, Michael
Cardiello, Jay
Carpentier, Ralph
Castagna, Lawrence
Castelli, Leo
Cavett, Dick
Cedering, Siv
Cestaro, Pete
Chamberlain, John
Charles, Josh
Chase, Chevy
Cherry, Herman
Christensen, Carol
Christensen, Dan
Citron, Casper
Clinton, Bill
Clohessy, Tom
Cohn, Sam
Coleman, John
Collage, Bill
Commoner, Barry
Compton, Sara
Conner, John
Cook, Peter
Cooney, Gerry
Corman, Avery
Cornett, Leanza
Crawford, Cindy
Davis, Kristin
Davis, Paul
de Kooning, Elaine
de Kooning, Willem
de Lesseps, Countess 
LuAnn
Della Femina, Jerry
Deutsch, Donny
Di Pietro, Jay
Dine, Jim
DiSunno, Nicole
Doctorow, E.L.
Dougherty, Mike
Dohanos, Peter
Dowd, Jack
Dr. Ruth Westheimer
Duffi cy, Pat
Dunne, Griffi n
Durham, Bill
Duswalt, Dennis
Duvall, Camille
East Hampton Girls 
Softball
Ebersole, Christine
Eftimiades, Maria
Elmaleh, Victor
Ernst, Eric
Ernst, Jimmy
Fabricant, Florence
Feiffer, Jules
Feith, Tracy
Feuerstein, Mark
Fischl, Eric
Flavin, Dan

Fleming, Bridget
Foster, Katrina
Fox, Connie
Franke, Linda Bird
Freundlich, Bart
Friedan, Betty
Friedman, Leon
Gasby, Dan
Geiser, David
Gelman, Michael
George, Linda
Gikofsky, Irv
Gilbert, Rod
Giuliani, Rudy
Goldstein, Mike
Gordon, C. Leonard
Gottlieb, Adolph
Graver, Fred
Graves, Jack
Green, Adolph
Green, Mark
Green, Jordan
Greenburg, Dan
Greenburg, Harold
Greenburg, Zack 
O’Malley
Greene, Gael
Greene, Balcomb
Griffi n, Ted
Grove, Elaine
Gurney, Ellamae
Gwathmey, Bob
Gwathmey, Charles
Hall, Shima
Halpern, Nate
Hamburg, Joan
Hamburg, Skip
Hamill, Pete
Hannibal, Ed
Harrington, Douglas
Harris, Chris
Hartford Falcons
Heller, Ben
Heller, Joe
Heller, Woodie
Henry, Sherrye
Herzog, Arthur
Hilding, Roy
Hilford, Jeff
Hoffman, Abbie
Hoffman, Dustin
Hofmann, Bill
Hoglund, Rudy
Hollander, Ed
Holmes, Carlton
Hope, Leif
Hope, Nisse
Hren, Kim
Icahn, Carl
Irving , John
Irving, Clifford
Jackowski, Ed
Jackson, Anne
Jackson, Curie

Jagger, Bianca
Javer, Harry
Jennings, Peter
Johansen, Chris
Johnson, John
Johnson, Lester
Johnson, Richard
Jones, James
Kahn, Roger
Kalfus, Bruce
Kanovitz, Howard
Kantar, Fred
Katz, Carissa
Katz, Erika
Kelley, Nancy
Kelly, Keith
Kelly, Ray
Kempton, Murray
Kennedy, Scott Ham-
ilton
King, William
Kitt, Eartha
Klemensrud, Judith
Kline, Franz
Koppelman, Brian
Kroll, Boris
Kroll, Eric
Kuhn, Marvin
Kuntz, Doug
Lack, Andrew
LaGrasso, Tom
Landfi eld, Ronnie
Lane, Randall
Lane, Stewart
Larsen, Chief
Larson, Gera
Lassaw, Ibram
Lauer, Matt
Lawrence, Dennis
Lawrence, Josh
Lear, Norman
Leger, Phoebe
Leo, Jackie
Leo, John
Leventhal, Rick
Leyritz, Jim
Lieber, Jerry
Liguori, Ann
Linden, Eugene
Lindgren, Hugo
Lipton, James
London, Chris
Longmire, John
Lowe, Richard
Lupica, Mike
Lyons, Ben
Lyons, Jeffrey
Lyons, Marty
Maas, Peter
Malone, Andy
Marca-Relli, Conrad
Marciano, Sal
Margenau, Eric
Margolick, David

Marrero, Frank
Martell, Ralph
Matsuoka, Lynn
Matthiessen, Peter
Mauser, Brett
McCarthy, Eddie
McCarthy, Eugene
McEneaney, Kevin
McInerney, Jay
McMullan, Jim
Meizlik, Jeffrey
Merchant, Larry
Middleton, Ron
Miller, Leslie
Minetree, Harry
Minetree, Lee
Minoff, Lee
Mitchell, Joan
Montemaro, Matthew
Montoya, Carlos
Morris, Kyle
Morris, Willie
Moses, Harry
Moynihan, Daniel
Mr. G.
Myers, David
Nahem, Edward Tyler
Neele, Kathy
Newfi eld, Jack
Newport, John Paul
Noy, Ron
O’Connell, Jerry
O’Donnell, Lawrence
O’Malley, Susan
Oreck, Sandy
Otter, Jack
Paluck, David
Papa, Juliet
Parker, Ray
Patricof, Jamie
Pavia, Phillip
Paxton, Tom
Pearce, David
Pele
Pellman, Michael
Perlman, Joel
Petersen, Eric
Pfeifer, Bonnie
Philbin, Regis
Pierce, Charles
Pinto, Vanessa
Plimpton, George
Podd, Roger
Pollack, Sy
Pollikoff, Max
Pollock, Jackson
Positano, Rick
Pottinger, Stan
Powers, Bill
Powers, Patsy
Praino, Joe
Prisco, Geoff
Prohaska, Ray
Quigley, William

Quinn, Lonnie
Randall, Tony
Rangel, Charles
Rattiner, Dan
Rattiner, David
Reeve, Christopher
Reeves, Richard
Reginato, Peter
Rembar, Charles
Remnick, David
Rennert, Peter
Reno, Jean
Richardson, Bill
Richardson, Ham
Rickenbach, Paul
Riley, Ronnette
Ringo, Susan
Rivers, Larry
Rizzie, Dan
Robards, Sam
Rock, Tom
Rocks, Burt
Rohatyn, Felix
Romo III, Thomas
Rose, Charlie
Rosenberg, Harold
Rosenblatt, Roger
Rosenquist, Jim
Rosenthal, Randall
Rosenthal, Tony
Rosset, Barney
Ruehl, Mercedes
Safi r, Michael
Salter, James
Sander, Ludwig
Sawaya, Nathan
Scanlon, John
Schanker, Louis
Scheider, Brenda 
Siemer
Scheider, Roy
Schisgal, Murray
Schroer, Hal
Schultz, Lori
Severin, Jay
Shalala, Donna
Shanzer, Beverly
Shaw, Adam
Shaw, Irwin
Sheed, Wilfrid
Sheehy, Gail
Sherr, Lynn
Shevack, Brett
Shnayerson, Michael
Silverman, Scott
Simon, Neil
Simon, Paul
Singer, Lori
Sleppin, Stu
Slivka, David
Smith, B.
Sokolow, Alec
Sokolow, Diane
Sokolow, Mel

Sokolow, Sam
Solomen, Rick
Solomon, Mike
Solomon, Syd
Sopiak, Joe
Sorkin, Andrew Ross
Southern, Terry
Starnger, Helga
Stein, Ronnie
Steiner, Leslie Morgan
Stewart, Martha
Stokes, Carl
Stolz, Kim
Stone, Peter
Straehan, Bruce
Stringer, Howard
Strong, Billy
Strongin, Ted
Sugar, Bert
Suna, Michelle
Sweeney, D.B.
Teitelbaum, Stan
Tennenbaum, Silvia
Tibus, Tim
Tivnan, Edward
Tomasiegycz, Clara 
Beth
Trakis, Lou
Vaderpols, Miriam
Veenema, Kendall
Verdon, Gwen
Vicente, Esteban
Vila, Benito
Vish, Corrine
Vonnegut, Kurt
Walker, Wesley
Wallach, Eli
Ward, Joan
Weber, Bruce
Weinstein, Joseph
Weinstein, Mark
Welden, Dan
White, Willard
Wiese, Richard
Wilder, Joe
Wilkerson, Edward
Wilson, Paula
Winum, Paul
Wojtusiak, Ray
Wolfe, Tom
Woodward, Bob
Wragge, Chris
Yulin, Harris
Zacks, Lew
Zapata, Domingo
Ziegel, Vic
Zinzenkco, Dave
Zogbaum, Wilfrid
Zucker, Jeff
Zuckerman, Mort
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INTERESTED IN BASEBALL & SOFTBALL AND LIVING IN LONDON?

COME VISIT THE LARGEST YOUTH CLUB IN THE UK, 
LOCATED IN CENTRAL LONDON

INTERESTED IN BASEBALL & SOFTBALL 
AND LIVING IN LONDON?

COME VISIT THE LARGEST 
YOUTH CLUB IN THE UK, 

LOCATED IN CENTRAL LONDON

A SPRINKLE AND DASH
A. STUDIO SPA
ALMOND RESTAURANT
AMG NATURALLY
AMAGANSETT 
WINES & SPIRITS
AMERICAN HOTEL
DAVID ANDELMAN
PAUL ANTHONY
ATLANTIC WINES & LIQUORS
JOHN BARRETT
JUDIA BLACK & ENJOIE
DAVID BLINKEN
CHRIS BRANDMAN
BRODY-LEDERMAN, 
STEPHANIE
BAY STREET THEATER
BRIDGEHAMPTON CHAMBER 
MUSIC FESTIVAL
THE BRIDGE
BROOKS BROTHERS
ANDREW BURGESS
JAY CARDIELLO
COUNTRY GARDENS AGWAY
THE CYNTHIA 
CORBETT GALLERY
NINA DRAPACZ 
PHOTOGRAPHY
EKAVI WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE

FAIRWAY RESTAURANT
FRESNO RESTAURANT
GANSETT GREEN MANOR 
THE GOLDEN PEAR CAFÉ 
THE GREEN EXPLORER
GUBBINS RUNNING AHEAD
GUILD HALL
GURNEY’S MONTAUK RESORT 
& SEAWATER SPA
HAMPTON BASEBALL CAMP
HAMPTON INTERNATIONAL 
FILM FESTIVAL
IN HOME SAG HARBOR
 CYNTHIA KARALLA,
JAMES LIPTON
JOHN PAPA’S CAFÉ
LONG HOUSE RESERVE
MARDER’S GARDEN DESIGN
MARY’S MARVELOUS
MILL HOUSE INN
NOYAC LIQUORS
BILL O’LEARY
SUZANNE O’MALLEY,
PAGE RESTAURANT
THE PALM
JULIET PAPA & 1010 WINS
BARBARA PARKER & 
MARY KAY
VINCENT PEPI

LEILA PINTO
POOLS BY 
RECREATIONAL CONCEPTS
PONO
LONNIE QUINN
DENISE REGAN
DOUG REINA
RONNETTE RILEY
BARBARA RILEY
TERRY ROSS/ROSS 
CONTEMPORARY
RUMRUNNER HOME
WILL RYAN
SAG HARBOR GARDEN 
CENTER
SAG HARBOR LIQUOR STORE
BILLY STRONG
CATHERINE SWEENEY & 
WILLIAM M. SINGER
TOP DRAWER LINGERIE
ALEC SOKOLOW
BRETT SHEVACK
SHIRA TOREN
MICHAEL UNTERMEYER
URBAN ZEN
BENITO VILA
WOLFFER ESTATE VINEYARD
DR. PAUL WINUM
CHRIS WRAGGE

PAUL ANTHONY • DAVID BRANDMAN • LYNN MATSUOKA • JULIET PAPA
BARBARA PARKER • LIZ PHILLIPS • RONNETTE RILEY • STU SLEPPIN • BENITO VILA

We Thank Our Supporters Who Helped Secure Giftsfor Our Auction

Thank You to All our Donors
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PROUDLY SUPPORTS 
THE ARTISTS WRITERS GAME!

THANKS TO

JULIET PAPA
AND THE STATION

FOR MANY YEARS OF PROMOTING THE GAME!
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THE ARTISTS & WRITERS GAME THANK

Sarita & Bernard Keimbock 
and 

Village Hardware

32 NEWTOWN LANE, EAST HAMPTON

631-324-2456

EHHARDWARE@AOL.COM
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www.ronnetteriley.com
494 Eighth Ave. 15th Fl. NYC 10001

The RetreatEast End HospiceEleanor Whitmore Early Childhood Center Phoenix House Academy of Long Island

 Proudly Supporting
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“It’s always fun to beat up on the Artists. And it’s 
for a good cause, which makes it more fun.”

Mike Lupica and Ken Auletta
CO-CAPTAINS: THE WRITERS TEAM
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Regal proudly supports  
the 70th Annual  

Artists & Writers
Charity Softball Game
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ARTISTS   
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